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The react ion of a romat ic  d iamines  with substi tuents in the a romat ic  ring with acetoacet ic  e s t e r  (AAE) 
has been studied in the case  of 4 -ch lo ro -  and 4-methyl -o-phenylenediamines  [1, 2]. Since these diamines 
have nonequivalent amino groups,  the format ion of two i so m er i c  dihydrobenzodiazepinones might have been 
expected. However,  only one of the possible i somers  could be isolated in [1, 2]. 

We have shown that th ree  i somer i c  benzodiazepinones can be obtained f r o m  the react ion of 4 - n i t r o - o -  
phenylenediamine (1) with ace toacet ic  es te r :  
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4-Methy l -7 -n i t ro - lH-2 ,3 -d ihydro - l , 5 -benzo-2 -d iazep inone  0I) is formed f ro m  ethyl 3 - (2 -amino-5-  
ni t rophenylamino)crotonate - the product  of the condensation of the diamine with AAE at room tempera ture .  
T h e  r eac t ion  of amine I with AAE i n  refluxing xylene leads to i s o m e r i c  4 - m e t h y t - 8 - n i t r o - l H - 2 ,  5-dihydro-  
1 ,5-benzo-2-diazepinone (II1) or  4 -methy l -  8-ni t ro-  1H- 2,3-dihydro-  1, 5-benzo- 2-diazepinone (IV), wMch are  
readi ly  in terconver t ib le .  The s t ruc tu res  of the compounds were  proved by means  of UV, LR, P1VIR, andmas s  
spect ra .  
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